Scottish Ports Liaison Network (SPLaN) Meeting

Thursday 23 April 2015 at 10:30am
EH Offices, Abbotsford House,

David’s Loan, Bainsford, Falkirk, FK2 7YZ

Present:  

	Lorna Reid, Glasgow City Council (Chair) (LR)
	Kenneth MacDonald, Falkirk Council

	Crawford Sibbald, Falkirk Council ( Secretary) (CDS)
	Diane Ward, Fife Council

	Clifford Smith, Highland Council (CS)
	Richard Hyde, Fife Council

	Pauline Reid, South Ayrshire Council
	Norina MacPhail, Falkirk Council

	Charlie Roger, City of Edinburgh Council
	David Wilcox, Falkirk Council

	Mark Herron, City of Edinburgh Council
	Lyn Simpson, Angus Council

	Gwyneth Kerwin, Renfrewshire Council
	Michael Lapsley, Inverclyde Council

	Douglas Findlay, Police Scotland
	Dr Chris Redman, Health Protection Scotland (CR)

	John Laird, Royal Navy (JL)
	Janet Sneddon, Scottish Government (JS)

	Allan Marsh, MCA (AM)
	Lynsey MacDonald, Scottish Government

	Susan Gallacher, North Ayrshire
	


	Item
	
	Action

	1
	Apologies
Andrea Carson, Aberdeen City Council
Ivor Churcher, Aberdeen City Council
Craig Somers, Dundee City Council
Patti Dinsdale, Shetland Islands Council

Brian Lawrie, South Ayrshire Council 

John Sleith, Falkirk Council

David Brown, Orkney Island Council

Christine Morrison, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar
	

	2


	Minutes of Meeting – 22 October 2014
Checked for accuracy
	

	3


	Matters Arising from Meeting of 12 February 2014
· Previous suggestion to invite MCA to present at meeting on their enforcement powers – Allan Marsh, MCA in attendance to give presentation
	

	4


	Election of Office Bearers 
· Lorna Reid elected as Chair
	

	5


	Presentation from Captain Allan Marsh (MCA)
· Enforcement Powers
· Health and Safety Boarding / Inspecting Ships
Key Points:

· Personal oxygen meters should be worn during inspections especially when entering poorly ventilated spaces e.g. cold stores, holds etc.

· Ensure ship personnel open areas for ventilating before inspection

· If required to enter water tanks ensure permit to work system in place
· Check for gas free certificate before entering certain confined spaces e.g. grain stores

Contact details for MCA – Email out
Chris Redman discussed previous Memorandum of Understanding and that this is out of date – Update to be sought
Dougie Findlay, Police Scotland advised on Equasis website which provides safety information on ships:

http://www.equasis.org/EquasisWeb/public/HomePage?fs=HomePage

	CDS
CR AM

	6


	International Health Regulations (Ship Sanitation / Water Sampling)
· CS advised that he has recently had requests for water sampling on ships operating in the North Sea sector that were moving onto oil fields off the Canadian / USA border.  The Canadians are requesting that the water complies with Canadian water quality guidelines which are much more stringent that in the EU.  The guidelines include parameters which are not checked for in the EU and will not be recognised in UK labs – copy of document to be circulated.  
· CS also advised that he has noted that Canadian / US ships do not operate under the International Health Regulations but have their own system
· CS reported that he has visited some French ship which are not operating under IHR and have never been inspected.
Evidence Report Forms
· Question raised to group on use of EFR forms during Ship Sanitation Inspections – Most Local Authorities reported that they have been using them


	Info
CDS



	7


	New Public Health Regulations for Ships and Aircraft Update (Scottish Government)
· JS from Scottish Government gave brief update on the new regulations – currently working on them and should be finalised first half of next year.  JS advised that the Regulations will go out to SPLaN members for Consultation.
	All



	8

	Authorised Ports
· LR reported that Glasgow City Council have been advised by their Lawyers that under current legislation they should not be covering port health functions for other local authorities - Joint Port Health Authority.  It appears that this was put in place by The Public Health Act 1897 and current legislation does not indicate requirement.  Issue has been raised with regards to other ports being authorised under IHR.
· CR to take issue to National Focal Point – LR to put procedure together for Glasgow and West Dunbartonshire and pass onto CR.
	CR

CR LR


	9


	APHA Update
· LR attended the APHA Operational Board meeting in March and gave an update to the group – Key points:
· Board set up to look at concerns raised by members

· Suggestions at meeting to be taken to Executive Board

· Restructure current Technical Committees

· Attendance at Technical Committees

· Membership of Technical Committees

· Improve communication

· APHA asking people to register on new website – all Port Health Officers can register.

CS asked if APHA have adopted Better Regulation – LR to check


	LR

	10
	Ebola Update
· CR gave update on current situation – although still classed as “Public Health Emergency of International Concern”, the disease appears to have burned itself out.  Numbers have decreased dramatically in those West African Countries that were greatly affected.
· Lessons learned will be fed into new Public Health Regulations

· No more Ebola exercises planned


	

	11
	Student Training
CDS advised that Falkirk Council will be holding another port health training event for EHO students in September – information on event will be sent out nearer the time to local authorities with students due to sit exams
	

	12

	APHA Handbook
2014/2015 copies distributed to persons in attendance
	

	13
	AOCB
· Question raised about Ship Sanitation Inspection training for EHO’s and whether there is likely to be any other events – CDS to check on this.
LR advised that the WHO have online training which covers the recent ship sanitation course attended by Port Health Officers a few years back:  https://extranet.who.int/elearn/login/index.php - WHO e-learning website

· CS kindly offered to take people out with him during inspections of ships in Highland – anyone interested contact Clifford directly.

· JL advised that the Royal Navy are now authorised to issue ship sanitation certificates overseas

	CDS

	14
	Date & Time of Next Meeting

To be arrange – October

Proposal put forward to hold meeting at another location – JS from Scottish Government offered to hold meeting at their offices in Victoria Quay, Edinburgh.
Possibility of a ship visit – Edinburgh City Council may be able to arrange.

	


