DIRECTORS OF PUBLIC PROTECTION WALES
Minutes of the Port Health Expert Panel

Held at the Bell Country Inn, Llanyre

On Friday 7th November 2014
Present

Bill Arnold (Chair)


Swansea Bay Port Health Authority
Carwyn Thomas (Sec)

Pembrokeshire County Council
Gill Morgan



Swansea Bay Port Health Authority
Sion Lingard



Public Health Wales

Mark O’Neil



Newport Council
Rachel Parry



Flintshire County Council

Keith Rowlands


Isle of Anglesey Council

Jason Coward


Cardiff Council

Chris Brereton 


Welsh Government
Nick Phillips



Maritime Coastguard Agency - Cardiff
Apologies
Owen Lewis



Food Standards Agency Wales

Delyth Murray-Lines


Food Standards Agency Wales

Paul Lindsay



Flintshire County Council

	Item
	Matter
	Action

	1
	Welcome & introductions (including apologies)

	

	2
	Minutes of the last meeting & matters arising
25/07/14 meeting minutes agreed.
Ships medical stores: CT confirmed that at Milford Haven the Port Health Team provides a service to vessel where they will collect expired medicines for disposal.  The company used for disposal is Natural UK Ltd.  CT to email details to all.

Travel Regs: no progress (on agenda)

Knowledge Hub: no news.  RIAMS being used by some LA’s
	CT

	3
	Working together with MCA
Ebola screening of vessels – info provided previously by email.
Medicines discussion – general info regarding the amount of medicines and level of training received by ships’ crews.
	

	4
	Ebola
BA: Update/feedback following recent vessel from SL to Swansea.  Swansea has produced a document (Ebola info flyer) which they hope will be agreed and used by all to provide information/assurances to port community regarding Ebola.  This is as a result of the panic which took place when the M/T Canon Trader II arrived in Swansea from Freetown, SL.
Brief account: notification that a vessel was en-route from Freetown to Swansea.  MDoH received stating that no illness, no stores and no crew changes at Freetown.

Port health had discussions with port workers (Tata Steel) regarding their concerns about Ebola.  PHW/SBPHA happy that nothing to worry about unless any illness occurred prior to arrival at Swansea.  Regular MDoH’s requested.
MCA advised that the vessel should not be allowed to enter the port until 21 days had passed since leaving Freetown.  This was subsequently not required, however, Tata Steel agree to voluntarily quarantine the vessel at anchorage until the 22nd day of its voyage (maximum incubation period for Ebola being 21 days).
BA & Police very concerned.  Request was made to prevent any shore leave of crew.

Vessels arrived on the 16th day and stayed at anchorage until the 22nd day.  Pilot boarded on 22nd day to bring the ship in.

SBPHA & PHW boarded the vessel at 05:00am – no issues.  This was primarily to give confidence to the port workers.

They were informed that the only visitors to the vessel in Freetown were: Immigration, Customs and Port Health.  Port Health issued an illegal SSCEC, which Swansea were required to renew.

MCA – vessels of interest (VOI) Solent (MRCC) collecting info from all relevant vessels on entry into UK waters (health status, countries visited etc.). 
MRCC did not notify SBPHA – learning point.
General discussion re. Ebola

Boarding vessels at sea – MCA issue some years ago re. training/safety issues.

NP: MCA is not a training provider.  MCA officers do not routinely board vessels at sea.

JC: quarantine at berth?

SL: security at berth – can you prevent access/egress.

Tata Steel: $25,000 per day to anchor – what if vessel cannot/will not agree to this.

APHA guide – handout

SL: lots of panic from other agencies – concern from PHE that precedence has been set re. voluntary anchorage

Vessel due to arrive in Cornwall from WA soon.  Paul Cosford (PHE) press release no mention of Port health

PHW – nurses can attend to screen crew if needed.

SL (handout) protocol for screening at seaports for EVD in Wales

Voluntary quarantine not an option for future vessels

4hr notification from Solent not enough – needs to be as soon as MCA become aware.

NP: MHPA doc re. Ebola (CT not seen)  - If MDoH not supplied the no entry.
JC: contamination of surfaces?  How much risk is there?

CB: Monday training to cover lots of issues including this.

SL: Screening threshold not confirmed, but PHW would do any screening (nurses) – see handout.

VOI – master to assess crew temp/health. If all asymptomatic – no issue – pilot can board, ship can come in.  If any signs of illness/temp – quick escalation of response.

KR: when can we use this doc?

Need to clarify.

CT: what about contacts (on vessels – other crew etc.)?

SL: guidance for community (engineers returning from SL – same advice)

Levels of contacts

Cat 1 - above

Cat 2 – Self monitor

Cat 3 – known contact (Dr etc.) active follow up

Ships: log to be maintained

Close contact – looked after sick – Cat 3

Bottom line: any issues – contact PHW – quick response guaranteed.

APHA guide – CB concern with flowchart – discussion

Decontamination – Monday training
 
	

	5
	PHW update
Nothing else
	

	6
	DPoE
Cardiff Airport will be the only DPoE in Wales
Letter required to de-designate the others
	

	7
	Travel Regs
Suggest we look at it all again following Ebola so that any lessons learned can be considered
Meeting to be convened to progress – Dec?
SL: Table-top exercise – training for 1 seaport and 1 airport.  What to LA’s need

BA: what about including other stakeholders, Police etc

Possibly end Nov?  SL to advise
	CB
SL

	8
	Training
CT to send 2 x links for Port Health related training
  
	CT


	9
	FSA
Feed imports – undertaken by Trading Stds/AH in most LA’s.
£490K taken out of RSG for Welsh wide service (meeting today).  Bulk of money will now come from FSA direct.  Feed funding will be lost from 1st Apr.


	

	10
	APHA

Conference: MO – provided feedback and handout.
BA: APHA trying to improve maters: website/Cllr support etc.
	

	11
	Knowledge Hub: RIAMS/Whitedocs – CT to look at Whitedoc’s – review it to see how good etc.  JC offered help.
	

	12
	AOB
BA: LA mergers?  Cardiff/Vale – 1st Apr – new structure – Snr management followed by rest in September

Others – no news

UKBA: invite to next meeting?  Agreed – BA to invite Jonathan Holland, Cardiff Airport.
	

	13
	Next meeting: 27th Feb (then 19th June & 23rd Oct)
	


