DIRECTORS OF PUBLIC PROTECTION WALES
Minutes of the Port Health Expert Panel

Held at the Bell Country Inn, Llanyre

On Friday 27th February 2015
Present

Bill Arnold (Chair)


Swansea Bay Port Health Authority
Carwyn Thomas (Sec)

Pembrokeshire County Council
Gill Morgan



Swansea Bay Port Health Authority
Sion Lingard



Public Health Wales

Jason Coward


Cardiff Council

Rowan Hughes


Vale of Glamorgan Council

Paul Lindsay



Flintshire County Council

Owen Lewis



Food Standards Agency
Nick Phillips



Maritime Coastguard Agency - Cardiff
Apologies
Keith Rowlands


Anglesey Council
Chris Brereton


Welsh Government

Kelly Lee



Newport Council

	Item
	Matter
	Action

	1
	Welcome & introductions (including apologies)

	

	2
	Minutes of the last meeting & matters arising
BA to invite Border Agency rep to next meeting (Jonathan Holland)
Event took place in Milford in Nov – Ebola exercise
	

	3
	Working together with MCA
NP – Ebola: VOI emails from MRCC – some inaccuracies/delays.
BA: how are VOI’s identified?  Recent issue regarding vessel arriving in Swansea.

CT: recent issue re. notifications of defects on vessels – no response.

NP: Cardiff_mo@mcga.gov.uk is relevant email address, but is only checked Mon-Fri.

JC: out of hours?

NP: Cardiff don’t have OOH rota, so it would need to go to Southampton.  Forward to CT who will send out to all.  
	NP/CT

	4
	Ebola (+PHW update)
SL: Handout provided
Protocol for PHW discussed (seaports only)
SL will send WHO updates weekly to all.

No routine screening at Welsh ports – no real need.

NMIC should notify PHW of vessels from WA within 21 days

SL will then forward to LA’s to respond

Can add email addresses if required

LA’s then liaise with local HPT/CCDC’s to see how to proceed, including discussions with PHW (Cardiff)

LA’s to lead all local discussions/liaisons with e.g. ship agents, PA’s etc.

PHW to lead on health side e.g. ambulance etc.

Any vessels which need a visit (not for health reasons) CCDC/HP worker will attend too.

No expectation for LA’s to visit, but PHW will attend too if they visit.

JC: issues concerning pilots who may not be willing to board vessels even if no health issues.
CT: even worse if possible health issue

BA/SL: access issues / helicopters cannot be isolated properly (PPE etc.)

JC: Cardiff PA – pilots will not board unless PH board first

SL: if all healthy – no real issue

If possible illness (temp >37.5C) – other procedures which kick in i.e. National Govt.
BA/JC: access issues at sea

JC: 15 minute induction possible

BA: issue years ago where MCA not happy that Swansea PH boarded vessel at sea.

NP: “risky exercise” (MCA don’t board at sea).
Complaints from Port Authorities re. ladders etc. so issues quite possible.

CT: dialogue necessary to reassure, but on case by case basis.

BA: CCDC’s need to be aware that it might not be possible to quarantine suspected case on the vessel; Capt can insist on removal.

Free pratique: CB will be reviewing Travel Regs – need to discuss free pratique.

JC: concern re. use of free pratique.

SL: no automatic restrictions on vessel from WA – amend protocol needed e.g. “grant free pratique on request”

PHE doc.  BA: Train regs 1999? Need to be reviewed – not fit for purpose – Ebola risk exists for trains (Eurostar) as for planes/ships.
Welsh Govt review – ask CB for timeframe.

SL: protocol is primarily for PHW (not LA’s) – currently all workers returning from WA are asked to complete RA form each time – could be extended to seaports if needed.

SL to send final version to all.

Recent VOI report: didn’t go to plan: vessel to Neath.  SL informed from CDSC Cardiff – 1 hour notice!! But vessel been to Bristol & Newport prior and not within 21 days from WA so no issue.
This incident (2 weeks ago) highlighted potential problems/mistakes 
LA can register for notifications or wait for SL to send.

	SL

	5
	PHW update
Nothing further
	

	6
	DPoE
Letters not received yet to de-designate.
CT to contact CB to clarify.
	CT


	7
	Travel Regs
No update
SL: authorisations def of “proper officer”

Framework doc to clarify differences between LA/PHW proper officers – ID’s e.g. measles in schools

Similar issue for Port health – will need discussion
	

	8
	Clean Air (MP)(E) Regs 2014
BA: will old regs be repealed Clean Air PP Regs 1958 like England?  Ask CB – CT 
	CT


	9
	FSA update
Feed – funding gone from RSG – will be done on regional level – unclear at present.
FHRS: 1st yr report submitted to minister

FVO: aquaculture recently – report awaited

Egg + prods – soon: March.

Brazil trade mission planned (Dairy to Brazil) delayed (DEFRA lead)
Sampling priorities have been finalised.  La’s can bid now: samplinggrants@foodstandards.gsi.gov.uk
FSAW reorg – Rob W leaving.
	

	10
	APHA

BA: SSC charges increase 1.5% 1st Apr
	

	11
	Water Sampling:
Draft protocol prepared by Pembs CC (G Tawn)
General discussion re. adoption by all 

NP: requirement for whole (MLC 2006) potable water system to be checked/sanitised etc. annually.

JC: at Cardiff: check: last test, last tank check, how produced, treatment etc. (chlorine levels – test kit), water sample if no confidence, charge for request only.

PL: shore supply?

JC: yes.  Shore-side plan under review – discussion with WW

LA: bact only – risk based, i.e. frequency of use

WW: bact + chem..

Best Practice Stds: recently reviewed and aimed to comply.

GM: WW website – can get results by postcode

JC: outside this

NP: silver ion for sterilising: any experience?

BA: DoH – enquiring about SSC charges with APHA – cost accounting system may be required. – implication for BPS’s

NP: MLC – more of a maintenance issue as opposed to water testing

JC: quality stds – need standardising: advice when TVC’s high etc.

All to provide CT with comments
	All

	12
	AOB
GM: AGM’s – Asian Gyspy Moths – vessel from Korea – cert required.  Issue in Canada/US/Australia – not in UK.
BA: Colin Thomas – shellfish classification of Barry Docks imminent

SL: Dr Leuka Neuhall has retired

Authorisations to be amended

Sion + Graham need to be authorised by all LA’s

WHO emails re. relevant ID issues – SL to forward if relevant
	

	13
	Next meeting: 3-7-15 (not 19-6-15)
	


